
JAMES—THE MANUAL FOR LIFE 

Bible Study 
January 12, 2022 

 

TEXT—Biblical Book of James 
 
Manual—a book of instructions, especially for operating a 
machine or LEARNING A SUBJECT; a HANDBOOK. 
 
James—a manual or handbook for life itself; a how to book on 
living a life that is pleasing to God—the Christian’s manual or 
handbook 
 
James—the instructions on how to put into practice the Word of 
God taught up to this point—otherwise, we have a head full of 
INFORMATION, while lacking the INSPIRATION. James’ 
instructions point us in the direction of actual putting into 
practice the Word of God.  
 
Though several men are named James in the New Testament, it is 
believed the writer of this book is James, the brother of Jesus. As 
such, he shows much humility as he never mentions this, but only 
identifies himself as a “bond servant of God and of the Lord Jesus 
Christ.” 
 
The book of James is described as a “circular letter” which means 
it was passed from church to church, with no geographical 
destination pinpointed. It is clear that He was writing to church 
persons as he refers to its recipients as the community of 
believers.  



 
James’ writings are more PRACTICAL than theological. It is not 
what we call deep. Yet, a major theological issue does emerge in 
his writings—that being the issue of faith and works (we will deal 
with that later in greater detail). 
 
 

1. James—a bondservant of God 

 
A. A person bound in servitude to another human being as an 
instrument of labor; one who has lost his or her liberty and has no 
rights—what some would define as a SLAVE! (Allow me to add 
that the “ethic of love” stands in opposition to slavery.) 
 
B. James recognizes and accepts the fact that he is not his own, 
but he belongs to Christ. In claiming this relationship, he receives 
the fact that his personal rights have been voluntarily forfeited in 
order to wear the mantle of Christ. 
 
 
CONTEXT: James is writing to Christians who are experiencing 
great difficulty. They are dealing with the hostilities of life in a 
pagan world which often led to danger of both life and limb. At 
the same time, these Christians are dealing with one other, which 
had brought its own set of problems and issues. James is now 
offering them instructions on how to live together as brothers and 
sisters while maintaining their witness of Christ.  
 
Greetings—Rejoice or Be Glad 
 



1. TRIALS—Opportunities for Growth/Maturity 

 
A. “Count it all joy”—celebrate/in all things give thanks/trusting 
God 
 
B. “Various trials”—outward circumstances; conflicts, sufferings, 
and  
troubles which are encountered by all believers 
 
C. Opportunities for rejoicing rather than complaining or losing 
hope—such  
troubles and challenges serve as tools of refinement and purify 
our faith— 
this ultimately produces patience and endurance. 
 

1. TESTING OF YOUR FAITH—this means tested or 
approved. The reference was to a coin that was genuine and 
not compromised. The goal, of the testing was not to destroy 
or afflict, but instead was to purge and refine. 

 
Genesis 22:1-8–Abraham’s faith was tested (father of faith) 
 
“Now it came to pass after these things that God tested Abraham, 
and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” Then He 
said, “Take now your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, 
and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt 
offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.” So 
Abraham rose early in the morning and saddled his donkey, and 
took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son; and he 
split the wood for the burnt offering, and arose and went to the 



place of which God had told him. Then on the third day Abraham 
lifted his eyes and saw the place afar off. And Abraham said to 
his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; the lad and I will go 
yonder and worship, and we will come back to you.” So Abraham 
took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son; 
and he took the fire in his hand, and a knife, and the two of them 
went together. But Isaac spoke to Abraham his father and said, 
“My father!” And he said, “Here I am, my son.” Then he said, 
“Look, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt 
offering?” And Abraham said, “My son, God will provide for 
Himself the lamb for a burnt offering.” So the two of them went 
together.” 
Genesis 22:1-8 NKJV 
 
Testing Produces Patience—this goes beyond the idea of just 
bearing affliction; it includes the idea of STANDING FAST under 
pressure—displaying staying power that turns adversities into 
opportunities. 
 
THE GOAL OF TESTING IS NOT TO BREAK OR DESTROY 
YOU, BUT INSTEAD THE GOAL IS TO MATURE YOU—to 
transform you into the IMAGE OF JESUS CHRIST. 
 
 

1. LET PATIENCE HAVE ITS PERFECT WORK—if a believer 
endures a trial, he or she will then be perfect—reached the 
end—complete—meaning whole. 

 
A. Patience alone is not sufficient. It must have scope or 
opportunity to be developed, patience must be exercised to have 
its perfect work.  



 
B. This is when elementary teachings are no longer needed for the 
Christian.  
One is to be FULLY GROWN as a Christian as opposed to a 
spiritual infant  
or child.  
 
C. As a reminder, this is the expectation in this life and not in the 
hereafter!!! 
 
 

1. GODLY WISDOM—not simply information but actually 
provides INSIGHT! Wisdom is the ability to judge correctly 
and to follow the best course of action, based on knowledge 
and understanding. 

 
A. True Wisdom originates with God. It is not necessarily 
information on how  
to get out of trouble but rather insight on how to learn from one’s  
difficulties. It is not more information about how to avoid times 
of testing  
but instead a new perspective on trials. It all begins with a 
reverence for  
the Almighty. 
 
Psalms 111:10 NLT 
“Fear of the Lord is the foundation of true wisdom. All who obey 
his commandments will grow in wisdom. Praise him forever!” 
 
 
 



Proverbs 9:10 NLT 
“Fear of the Lord is the foundation of wisdom. Knowledge of the 
Holy One results in good judgment.” 
 
 
GODLY FAITH—faith too is a GIFT from God. 
 
Hebrews 11:6 NLT 
“And it is impossible to please God without faith. Anyone who 
wants to come to him must believe that God exists and that he 
rewards those who sincerely seek him.” 
 
 
B. ASK IN FAITH WITH NO DOUBTING 
 
Doubting—to be divided in one’s mind or to debate. This does 
not describe a momentary doubt, but a divided allegiance—an 
uncertainty. 
 
C. Double-minded—literally “two souls”—“If one part of a 
person is set on  
God and the other is set on the world, there will be a constant 
conflict  
within. 
 
Matthew 6:24 NLT 
 
““No one can serve two masters. For you will hate one and love 
the other; you will be devoted to one and despise the other. You 
cannot serve God and be enslaved to money.” 
 
 



 
SCRIPTURES TO CLING TO: 
 
Romans 8:28 NLT 
“And we know that God causes everything to work together for 
the good of those who love God and are called according to his 
purpose for them.” 
 
Isaiah 54:17 NKJV 
“No weapon formed against you shall prosper, And every tongue 
which rises against you in judgment You shall condemn. This is 
the heritage of the servants of the Lord, And their righteousness 
is from Me,” Says the Lord.” 
 
Romans 8:37-39 NLT 
 
“No, despite all these things, overwhelming victory is ours 
through Christ, who loved us. And I am convinced that nothing 
can ever separate us from God’s love. Neither death nor life, 
neither angels nor demons, neither our fears for today nor our 
worries about tomorrow—not even the powers of hell can 
separate us from God’s love. No power in the sky above or in the 
earth below—indeed, nothing in all creation will ever be able to 
separate us from the love of God that is revealed in Christ Jesus 
our Lord.” 
 
 
 
 

 


